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Explanations and Inter pretations of the TFA Playing Rules of Touch

As various situations occur during a game of Totioh referee sometimes "appears” to
make decisions which others may consider diffitulinderstand or interpret. Therefore,
this publication contains a seriessituations and decisiortzased on a particular rule.

These situations and decisions are referred tocplBEatory Notes and Interpretations.
These explanations are not just an attempt tofglariinterpret an existing rule; they are
supplementary to the current rules or what the pastbooks contained at the time.
The various situations mentioned in these explanatare the ones most commonly
asked by officials, players and referees. It isduhpt will be easier for all Touch people
to refer to and understand what interpretatioreiadp applied on various situations and
why.

The information contained here is not new. It igehethe Explanatory Notes issued by
Touch Football Australia, in one document. As materpretations are issued, they will
be added to the explanation section pertainingeaelevant rule.

As the contents of this document are subject toy@gipt (C), no part of this document
may be copied or duplicated in any way withoutvmgten permission of the Author.

Enquiries should be made to:
Chairman TFA Rules Committee,
PO Box 9078
DEAKIN ACT 2600
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RULE 1-DEFINITIONSAND TERMINOLOGY
Explanations and I nterpretations
SITUATION 1:1
When is a defending player put onside?
DECISION

A defending player is onside when the player takea position whereby they may
legitimately become involved in play and not liabdea penalty: i.e. five (5) metres from
the mark for a Rollball and ten (10) metres from thark for a tap or both feet on or
beyond the scoreline.

RULE 2-THE FIELD AND THE BALL
Explanations and I nterpretations

SITUATION 2:1

A player has both his heels on the scoreline wdeliending. Are they onside?
DECISION

Yes, as both feet, (heels being part of the fee® ,on or beyond the scoreline.

RULE 3-PLAYERELIGIBILITY AND ATTIRE
Explanations and I nterpretations
SITUATION 3:1

The rules only define jewelry, long fingernailslong studs as matters that need
attending to prior to a game commencing. What altents such as sunglasses, knee
braces, tongue studs, belly rings and other boecipig etc, can players wear these?

DECISION

At all levels of Touch, the competition organiskeve a duty of care to all the
participants. This includes the player themselttesy team mates and opponents, as
well as spectators, who at park level are alwagsecto the action. Any item — even if a
doctor’s certificate has been provided which isstdered by the competition organisers
as dangerous, has to be removed, otherwise thergtaypnot participate.

RULE 4 - MODE OF PLAY, DURATION AND SCORING
Explanations and I nterpretations
SITUATION 4:1

What is the definition of possession with speaiéterence to a team having possession
in the drop off?
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DECISION

Possession is where a team has control of thedtile extent they are in a position to
score a touchdown if no defending players wereherfield.

SITUATION 4:2

A player in possession while attempting to scoreughdown places the ball on the
ground (and releases it) short of the scoreline.

DECISION

The player retains possession and a touch is couB#d! is to be brought back into play
with a Rollball. The player would lose possessialydf it was the sixth touch or the
player was half. - Rule 4; Player Note A.

SITUATION 4:3

Referee Note A uses the term "appropriate actitow is this defined?

DECISION

(a) Caution on the run;

(b) Penalty;

(c) Dismissal for a period of time;

(d) Dismissal for the remainder of the game;

(e) Suggest to the Captain to remove constant déien Rule 17; Referee Note D).

SITUATION 4:4

In Sudden Death Extra Time, when both teams muat passession before a result can
be declared, what is the procedure when only cara teas had possession and scores a
touchdown?

DECISION

The referee awards the touchdown and play recomesenith a tap at the half way mark
by the team who was scored against. They have ggiesefor six touches or until they
lose possession. If they do not score before they possession the other team is
declared the winner. - Rule 4.8 (ii).

SITUATION 4:5

In Sudden Death Extra Time, when both teams muat passession before a result can
be declared, what happens when a team receiveagair” and scores a touchdown
before their opponents have possession.

DECISION
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The referee awards the touchdown and play recomesenith a tap at the half way mark
by the team who was scored against. A team is atlopossession until the ball is dead,
I.e. lose possession, as in general play. - R@l€i.

SITUATION 4:6

In Sudden Death Extra Time, when both teams must passession before a result can
be declared, the team tapping off scores withifirgs set of touches. The team scored
against taps off and an opponent tries to interaggass but drops the ball. Is the ball
therefore declared "dead" and the game ended?

DECISION
Yes as the team had possession and subsequenily los

SITUATION 4:7

A team taps off in extra time and scores a touchddve other team then taps off and
whilst attempting to score has the ball knocketh&oground (either deliberate knocked
down or an attempt to intercept). Does this com&ias possession to the defending team
and therefore a loss of possession to the atta¢&arg thus ending the game.

DECISION
Yes as the team had possession and subsequenily los

SITUATION 4:8

In Sudden Death Extra Time, when both teams must passession before a result can
be declared, the team tapping off has a pass eptrd. The player in possession when
making a pass has it in turn intercepted resultirgtouchdown being claimed. What
happens next?

DECISION

The Touchdown is awarded and the game concludestaave had possession. — Rule
4.8 (ii).

SITUATION 4:9

In Sudden Death Extra Time, when both teams muat passession before a result can
be declared, what happens when both teams scdreheit first set of six touches and
the team that recommences after the scores areslewes from the tap off?

DECISION
The game is concluded and the team that last se®dtlared the winner.

SITUATION 4:10
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A team taps off in extra time, whilst attemptingstmre the rules are infringed by a
defender thus allowing a penalty to be awardetiécattacking team. Does this action
negate possession to the defending team for thgoperof declaring a winner if the
attacking team with its next set of six toucheses@ touchdown.

DECISION
No. The defending team was never in possessioaftrerthey are allowed to tap off.

SITUATION 4:11

In the Drop Off when team numbers comes down teetiplayers only, what happens if
the referee sends off a player from one of the sefamthe remainder of the game?

DECISION

The game is abandoned and the non-offending teaeclared the winner. - See Rule 5
RN A applies. Three in the Drop Off is the minimmomber allowed.

SITUATION 4:12

A team with only five players sustains an injuryotte of their players and finishes the
game with only four players. At the commencemerthefDrop Off only four players
from that team take the field, the injured playanmot recover. What happens after the
first two minute segment has elapsed, does the vadnfour players have to drop off a
player?

DECISION

The team with four players were “deemed” to havamm@nced the drop off with five
players for the first two minutes; therefore attex two-minute segment they may retain
the same number of players as their opponents.

SITUATION 4:13

A team with only five players sustains an injuryotze of their players and finishes the
game with only four players. At the commencemerthefDrop Off only four players
from that team take the field. If the fifth playarfficiently recovers, can they take the
field before the first of the two-minute segmeritgees?

DECISION

The injured player may take the field at any timevided the maximum number allowed
for that team is not exceeded. In this case, thggplmay take the field as no player from
that team was dismissed for the remainder of tineegand therefore both teams can have
equal numbers.
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SITUATION 4:14

A team plays the whole game with only five playansl at the conclusion of the game the
score is drawn. A Drop Off is required to determan&inner. In what order does the
team with only five players drop off a player? Dey wait until both teams have five
players or do they have to go down to three bdfoth teams have equal numbers?

DECISION

During the Drop Off, the team with six players vdhop a player off after the first period
of time, while the team with five players will ndtop off a player until the second period
of time has elapsed.

SITUATION 4:15

A team with only five players for the whole gamemtnences the Drop Off to determine
the winner. The Rule states the referee willtheh signal to each team to reduce their
playing strength by one player to five on fieldyges..” Does that mean the team already
with only five players has to reduce their numbgohe.

DECISION

See Situation 4:13 — the same principle must agpig.team does not have to reduce its
playing numbers to commence the Drop Off. You dan aee from the rule itself that the
playing number at the commencement of the Drop(W@ith all other things being equal)
is five on field players.

SITUATION 4:16

A team has only five players and has a player strior the remainder of the game. The
scores are level at full time and a drop off is tayed to decide the winner. How is the
team affected that are now down to only four player

DECISION

The team with only five players will play the droff with one less player than their
opponents, that is, four v five then three v faitrthe completion of four minutes extra
time the team with three players cannot reduceutaber to two. So that the non-
offending team is not penalised for the indiscretd its opponents, the game will
continue at three vs. four until a result is reache

SITUATION 4:17

A team has only five players and has a player s#rior the remainder of the game. The
scores are level at full time and a drop off is &ayed to decide the winner. How is the
team affected that are now down to only four plager

DECISION

The team with only four players will play the droff with two less players than their
opponents, that is, three v five. At the completddtwo minutes extra time the team with
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three players cannot reduce its number to twohmit bpponents must drop off a player
so the situation is three on four. There will befumdher drop off of player at this point.
So that the non-offending team is not penalisedHerindiscretion of its opponents, the
game will continue at three vs. four until a ressiiteached.

SITUATION 4:18

In the wet a player in possession dives for theedce and lands about a metre short but
his momentum carries him across the scoreline. Waubuchdown be awarded?

DECISION

Provided the player retained possession of the datluchdown would be awarded. —
See Rule 4 PN B.

4:19 SITUATION

A player diving to score a touchdown slides aldmgground but his momentum stops
him short of the line. Without lifting the ball tie ground he slides it to the scoreline
claiming a touchdown. Would a touchdown be awarded?

DECISION

Rule 4; Player Note A states “However a score results if an untouched playereslid
the ball along the ground to or beyond the scoeeliii a player does not release the ball
from their hands, no touch is counted and the geomtinues’

A Touchdown would be awarded as the player hadmesched any Rule.

RULES5-TEAM COMPOSITION AND SUBSTITUTION
Explanation and I nterpretations
SITUATION 5:1

A team has a player sent off for a period of tifflge player moves to a position beyond
his/her team's attacking scoreline. After a peabtime, the referee signals to the
dismissed player that he can return to the ganséedd, another player joins the team
(irrespective of field position). Is such a suhgtdn allowable?

DECISION

Yes. The dismissed player is not in the field @yphnd may be replaced at any time after
being recalled to the game by the referee. Ustatdhange procedures do not apply
except with respect to replacing from an onsidetpos

SITUATION 5:2

A player in possession running downfield is toucth&ith no team mate close by. The
player effects a Rollball and is substituted astperinterchange rule. The substitute
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player takes the field and moves directly intola# position. Is such an interchange
allowed and can the new player take on the roleatif

DECISION

Provided the interchange procedure is in accordasitbtethe rules, the player taking the
filed can assume any position they like, including half role. Although the substituting
player is replacing the player who performed thélid (and the person performing the

Rollball cannot pick up the ball), they are not f#ane person so the new player is
entitled to go into half.

SITUATION 5:3

In a drop off when there are only three playerstpam, can a player in possession after
being touched (with no team mate close by) effepiiak Rollball and immediately be
substituted? Can the substitute player take the &ied move directly into the half
position?

DECISION

The fact that this action happens in the Drop @# ho differing effect to the decision in
5:2. Provided the interchange procedure is in alaoore with the rules, the player taking
the field can assume any position they like, incigdhe half.

SITUATION 5:4
In a mixed team what is the minimum team compasitay a game to commence?
DECISION
There are several combinations:-
* One (1) male and three (3) females
* Two (2) males and two (2) females

* Three (3) males and one (1) female

SITUATION 5:5
In mixed team what are the possible team compaositior the six players on the field?
DECISION
There are several combinations:-
* One (1) male and five (5) females
* Two (2) males and four (4) females

* Three (3) males and three (3) females
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SITUATION 5:6

In mixed team what are the possible team compaositior the twelve players in the
team?

DECISION

There are many combinations, remembering alwaysothlg three males are allowed on
the field at any one time, and that a minimum airfplayers must be on the field: one
male and 11 females and in any combination downsvexd 1 males and one female.

SITUATION 5:7

In a mixed game, a male player gets sent off joergod of time, thus leaving 3 females
and two males. On the next interchange the cogithaes a female with a male player
leaving two females and 3 males. When the refeaie the player back onto the field the
coach then replaces that player with a femaléissallowed?

DECISION

Yes, A coach can vary the composition of his mitesin in any combination provide the
maximum number of males and minimum number of fes& not breached.

SITUATION 5:8

In a mixed game, a male player gets sent off ferémainder of the game, thus leaving 3
females and two males. On the next interchangedheh replaces a female with a male
player leaving two females and three males. Isahosved?

DECISION

Yes, a coach can vary the composition of his mbeedn in any combination provide the
maximum number of males and minimum number of fes& not breached

SITUATION 5:9

A winger on the sideline is being guarded heayityan on man with blocked out style
defence), by two defenders near the attacking Boerd he winger steps out of the field
of play, and runs around the witches hat backtimaouchdown zone, and the player in
possession passes the ball to the winger, who sdarthis allowable?

DECISION

Yes the referee would award a touchdown consideadingther facts. The general rule
from the past about players standing outside ofidhe then joining the play related to
deliberate act of melding in with the substitutayglrs walking up and down the sideline.

With the interchange box this has somewhat beemredited (except for the interchange
box area) but the action in this situation is nalitierate in remaining outside the filed of

play.
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5:10 SITUATION

When a player in possession has no opponent betilvesrselves and the scoreline, and
a defender enters one area of the Interchange Bbxhe substituting defender exiting
from the opposite area of the Interchange Box to gderritorial advantage in order to
catch the attacking player, what action can thereef take?

DECISION

Should such a situation occur, with the substitigfender’s presence preventing a
touchdown, the referee will automatically awardeaglty touchdown and send the
offending defender off for the remainder of the ganSuch substitutions can only occur
with the exchanging players making contact withheaiter.

RULE 6 - COMMENCEMENT AND RECOMMENCEMENT
OF PLAY

Explanation and I nterpretations
SITUATION 6:1

A team is awarded a penalty and decides to takbaldéack ten metres from the mark.
How close to where the tap is being taken, camdéiending team move?

DECISION

The defending team cannot move within ten metree@MARK indicated by the
referee, until the ball has been tapped (Rule §4¢.fact the attacking team can move
the ball up to ten metres behind the mark (Ruléa§d? Note C), does not allow the
defence to move any closer than ten metres fronviiRK as indicated by the referee.

RULE 7 - POSSESSI ON
Explanation and I nterpretations
SITUATION 7:1

A player in possession while attempting to scoteughdown touches the ground with
the ball (but does not release it) short of theelowe.

DECISION
No touch count: Play on. - Rule 7; Referee Note B.

SITUATION 7:2

After a player scores a touchdown should they hayeck up the ball and give it to the
opposition?
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DECISION

It is not compulsory for the scorer to pick up Hal and hand it to the opposition. If
directed to do so by the referee the player mustptp BUT this direction should only be
given if the opposition players have not chasedardcear halfway waiting for the
restart.

SITUATION 7:3

A 'dead-heat’ for say a defender attempting amdepe and an attacking player trying to
catch the ball. Who gets possession?

DECISION

Unless the defender clearly has their hands obdhédirst then the attacking team is
deemed not to have lost possession.

RULE 8 - PASSING
Explanation and I nterpretations
SITUATION 8:1

A player in possession juggles the ball forwardydés from the original player to a team
mate who was onside. Is this allowed?

DECISION
No. Forward pass. - Rule 8.2

SITUATION 8:2

A player overruns a pass made to him by a team.mbatepass was in a backward
direction but the player who is now forward of team mate has to stretch back to
retrieve the ball.

DECISION
The player receiving the pass is not offside. R8lésand 13.1 do not apply.

SITUATION 8:3

A player in possession fumbles the ball forwardhité a defending player and rebounds
back to the possession of another attacking player.

DECISION
Possession goes to the defending team. Rule 8giPkote A.
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RULE9-THE ROLLBALL
Explanation and I nterpretations
SITUATION 9:1

A player in possession runs up to effect a touch defender (or alternatively expects to
be touched by a defender) and at the moment afxtpected touch the defender backs
away causing the player in possession to volurRadiball.

DECISION
Penalty awarded to the defending team. Rule 9.6.

SITUATION 9:2

At a change of possession, the attacking playeepltéhe ball on the ground and walks
over it.

DECISION

Play on. The attacking player has brought theib#dl play. The same would apply if a
defending player placed the ball on the mark.

SITUATION 9:3

A defending player trying to retire has an attagkptayer running at him. The defender
effects a touch not knowing if he/she has retitedrequired distance.

DECISION
(a) The touch counts if the defender has retirecctirrect distance.
(b) A penalty is awarded if the defender faileddtre the correct distance.

NOTE: The referee WOULD NOT call “Play on” as hédd to WARN the defender
they were still offside. If warned, the referee necajl "Play on".

SITUATION 9:4

An attacking player performs a Rollball. The hadfs the ball with his foot BUT another
onside attacking player picks the ball up. Whentb@defence move forward and what
happens if a player other than the half picks @ptill?

DECISION
(a) As soon as the half touches the ball the defeao move forward.

(b) The half once having touched the ball must tick immediately otherwise a penalty
will be awarded against them (Rule 9.3).

(c) Once the half has touched the ball, no otheyeal can pick it up from the Rollball.
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SITUATION 9:5

The ball hits the foot of the half before it is kgd up. When can the defence move
forward?

DECISION
Defence can move forward as soon as the ball tautieefoot of the half.
Rule 9.4 and Referee Note B.

SITUATION 9:6

The half deliberately uses a foot to trap the pabr to picking it up.
DECISION

Play on, defence can move forward. - Rule 9.4 agféfee Note B.

SITUATION 9:7

Half in attempting to trap the ball causes it tongore than one (1) metre.
DECISION

Change of possession at the mark. - Rule 9.2.

SITUATION 9:8

After a touch, the player in possession placeb#tieon the ground and uses his foot to
Rollball. There is no half in position. When cae ttefence move forward?

DECISION

As soon as the ball has left the hands of the ttedtattacking player. - Rule 9.5.

SITUATION 9:9

The half in attempting to gather the ball rollsoivards himself along the ground.
DECISION

Play on. - Rule 7; Referee Note B.

SITUATION 9:10

The ball is placed on the mark at a change of gsgs® An attacking player takes up a
position in front of the ball and steps over it lba&ards so as to be quickly in position to
support the half.
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DECISION

Such actions would constitute a Rollball in a forvdirection and would result in a
change of possession. Rule 9.2; Rule 9; Player Nated Referee Note G. Refer also

Situation 9:14

SITUATION 9:11

At a change of possession, the team losing possegkices the ball on the mark. An
attacking player steps over the ball and ther@ikaif in position. When can the defence
move forward?

DECISION
When the attacking player’s foot or body passes thesball.

SITUATION 9:12

At a change of possession, the team losing possegkices the ball on the mark. An
attacking player uses his foot to bring the balb iplay. There is no half in position.
When can the defence move forward?

DECISION
When the attacking player places a foot on the b&lule 9; Player Note A and Referee
Note G.

SITUATION 9:13

The player in possession deliberately touches tbengl with the ball, does not release it
and does not get touched, he then proceeds toplapping his ploy will confuse the
opposition.

DECISION
Play on. - Rule 7; Referee Note B.

SITUATION 9:14

A penalty is awarded and the offending team pléicedall on the mark. The attacking
player chooses to bring the ball into play by udimgRollball method. The attacking
player however steps backwards over the ball toghtiinto play.

DECISION

Change of possession at the mark. Stepping backveaet the ball constitutes a Rollball
in a forward direction. Rule 9.2; Rule - 9 Playastés D and G. - Refer also to Situation

9:10
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SITUATION 9:15

The half who is over the scoreline passes to a teats. The ball is deflected by the
defender, (either by an unintentional attempt gvpnt the pass or a deliberate attempt to
intercept the pass), and back to the hands ofalevmo places in on the ground and
claims a touchdown.

DECISION

A touchdown would be awarded as the action of sghgpthe ball no longer designates
the player as the half.

SITUATION 9:16

The half who is over the scoreline releases thieditéler in an attempt to throw a pass or
otherwise, but before the ball comes into contatit another player or the ground, he
regathers it and places it on the ground claimit@uahdown.

DECISION

The fact that the player has released the ball doeautomatically mean he is no longer
the half. Because the ball did not come in contaitt another player the pass (in effect
to himself), does not relinquish his role as thi &wad the touchdown would be
disallowed.

SITUATION 9:17

An attacking player drops the ball from waist heighd traps it with his foot for a
Rollball. Is such action allowable?

DECISION
Yes! 'Dunking' is allowed therefore using the ftmtdunk' the ball is also allowed

(Provided all other Rule re Rollball are adhered o Rule says the ball has to be
placed on the ground (mark) with the hand. See A\RINd PN B.

SITUATION 9:18

An attacking player drops the ball from say uppégtt height to Rollball without using
the foot. Is such action allowable?

DECISION
No! Such action would constitute an incorrect RalllbRule 9.2

SITUATION 9:19

An attacking player in an attempt to execute alqtocimp” deflects the ball off the
ground the knee or leg (or any other part of hidgyhdhus causing the ball to project
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either sideways or forward without control. Shotlid player be asked to collect the ball
and Rollball correctly?

DECISION

No! It was the attacking players decision to effecuick Rollball and if they have
"mucked" it up, they loose possession. Hand ovepfmonents.

Note here, that if the ball is dislodged by a ddfaror dropped accidentally then the ball
is regarded as dead and the attacking player sgpaissession, unless it is the sixth touch.

SITUATION 9:20

A player who has been awarded a change of possdssirrectly taps the ball assuming
that a penalty was awarded. Is this a penalty angh of possession to the non offending
team?

DECISION
The referee would award a change of possession.

SITUATION 9:21

A player in possession attempts to make a touclptawes the ball on the ground in
anticipation of the touch (the ball is not relegsétbwever contact is not made with the
original defender so the player reaches to toucihan defender. Is such action allowed?

DECISION

Yes. The placing of the ball on the ground, whalsémpting to effect a Rollball,
(provided the ball is not released), does not dtutsta Rollball. The fact a touch has not
been effected is irrelevant as the ball must leagenands of the attacking player for the
action to constitute a Rollball. The attacking gawould not be penalised for a
voluntary Rollball.

SITUATION 9:22
The ball is rolled and there a half is in positigvhen can the defence move forward?
DECISION

Provided they were onside at the Rollball the deifegn players can move forward as
soon as the ball has made contact with the h&lile 9.4

SITUATION 9:23

The ball is rolled and there is no half in positidvhen can the defence move forward?
DECISION
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Provided they were onside at the Rollball the defeg players can move forward as
soon as the ball has left the hands of the plaifecteng the Rollball. - Rule 9.5

SITUATION 9:24

The ball is rolled and there is no half in positidndefending player moves to the ball
and walks over it claiming he has taken possessionbought the ball into play. Is such
action legal?

DECISION

Provided the player was onside at the Rollballspesion must be claimed by the
defending player. Merely walking over the ball & deemed to be sufficient. The ball
must be claimed (that is touched) by the defenidleerwith the hand or foot. The referee
would instruct the player to touch the ball and thvace they touch the ball they must
perform a Rollball to bring it into play .See RA&

SITUATION 9:25

The half crosses the scoreline untouched and mausd trying to link up with a team
mate. Before the ball can be passed the half chai Where is the mark for the
subsequent Rollball?

DECISION

Change of possession and Rollball to the defenidiag is five metres from the scoreline
opposite where the touch was effected:- See R@le 9.

SITUATION 9:26

A player performs a Rollball and notices thereashalf in position so they turn around
and pick up the ball. What action can the Refea&e? Would the action be different if
the player after picking the ball up passed it teaan mate?

DECISION

According to Rule 9 Player note D. The player pering the Rollball cannot retrieve
the ball. Should this happen the Referee wouldrard#hange of possession. If however
the player passes the ball, the referee would @entile player in accordance with an
incorrect changeover procedures, that is, a petattynetres forward of the mark for the
changeover. - Rule 7.2

RULE 10- THE TOUCH
Explanation and Interpretations
SITUATION 10:1
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A defending player effects a touch on an attackiager. The defender retires directly
towards the five metre line with his/hers armstsligapart or fully extended. The half
runs towards the defender who is still offside pndhes him aside and runs on.

DECISION
The half effected a touch thus causing a changesgession - Rule 10.9. (Seeals013:2)

SITUATION 10:2

An attacking player effects a touch and quicklyfpens a Rollball. The defender
attempts to retire but the half has scooped up#fieand passes it to another attacking
player who touches the defender who is still negjrand still offside.

DECISION
Touch counts. Rollball unless sixth (6th) toucRwe 10.9.

SITUATION 10:3

What or where is the mark for the tap as a refudhanfringement for interference after
a touch?

DECISION

The tap is awarded to the attacking team alongeafive metres forward of the mark for
the Rollball and nearest the infringement.

SITUATION 10:4

Player in possession is touched, and whilst atteygpd Rollball, drops the ball. What
happens?

DECISION

The referee would ask the player to Rollball, toaohnt continues (unless sixth). See
Rule 10.7, RN B.

SITUATION 10:5

A defender in attempting to effect a touch dislatitee ball from the hand of the player
in possession. What can the referee do?

DECISION

Generally Rule 1.24 will apply, the touch will cdwand the attacking team will Rollball
with NO change to the touch count. However theregfenust consider Rule 10.1 to
ensure minimum force was used in making the to(®be also Rule 10 PN A and RN B).
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SITUATION 10:6

In general play an attacking player becomes injuvékilst play continues up field the
injured player lies on the ground and is not repth@ defender takes an intercept and
heads towards the scoreline. The injured playepgiop and effects a touch on the
player in possession. Would the touch be allowable?

DECISION

Provided the now defending team has no more thaplayers on the field, the player
can legitimately effect a touch.

SITUATION 10:7

In general play an attacking player becomes injuvékilst play continues up field the
injured player lies on the ground and is not repth@ defender takes an intercept and
heads towards the scoreline. The injured playdres®ut with his foot and effects a
touch on the player in possession. Would the tdagchllowable?

DECISION

The touch conforms to the definition in the RulesB, that is, contact being made
between an attacking and defending player, howether Rules would apply where the
touch with the foot may cause a penalty to resldt,player being dismissed for a period
of time or the whole game and/or a penalty touchdovieee Rules 1, 10

SITUATION 10:8

Near the scoreline the referee calls a defendsrdeff In an attempt to retire to the
scoreline the defender falls over. The player issegsion jumps the defender and places
the ball over the scoreline claiming a touchdowowver as he places the ball on the
ground the player stands on the hand of the defdyitig on the ground. Is the
touchdown awarded?

DECISION

When a player places the ball on the ground orver the scoreline at the same time a
touch is effected, (and the player in possessifatefd a touch), the touch counts and no
touchdown is awarded (Rule 10.8). However, thereefdnad “warned” the offside player
so the touch would not count and a touchdown wbaldawarded.

SITUATION 10:9

When the player in possession is effecting a rbltipzar the scoreline and is in the
process of placing the ball on the ground, a tosdifected by the defender on the ball,
pushing it out and in between the legs of the playpossession - the ball is quickly
passed out to a supporting player who scoresele thiny allowance for an advantage
here if the referee thinks that the push out ofig by the defender, was over-
vigorous?
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DECISION

There is no allowance for advantage to be playeugh on the ball constitutes a touch
and with that the ball must be played correctlyh# ball has been knocked down by the
defender (purposely) a penalty should result. Tharebe no "play on" or advantage

from this as the touch is made. The referee honea® the option of considering the
action of the defender a “professional foul” nde scoreline and decide on a subsequent
course of action against the defending playeruuhiclg a penalty touchdown.

RULE 11 - BALL ON OR OVER SIDELINE/SCORELINE
Explanation and I nterpretations

SITUATION 11:1

A player in possession performs a Rollball nearsitmreline. An onside defending player
leans over and touches the half before the balkmsred.

DECISION
Half caught in possession. - Rules 9.3 and 11.5.

SITUATION 11:2
A player in possession puts a foot on the sidedihigst running downfield.
DECISION

Player is in touch. Change of possession five raetfgeld from where their foot touched
the sideline. - Rule 11.1

SITUATION 11:3
A defender with one foot on the sideline effecteuch on an attacking player.
DECISION

Touch counts. No change of possession for thelatiggplayer coming into contact with
someone outside the field of play. - Rule 11.1.

SITUATION 11:4

In Rule 11 PN A it states “when moving forward ackwards from the mark in
accordance with Rules 11.4 or 11.5 players shaulgtate to the referee that such
options have been chosen " Does the referee perthégplayer if he/she is not notified?

DECISION
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No. The Player Note says that the player SHOUL [cate to the referee, there is no
compulsion that he does this. So in fact, the esf@annot take any action, it is expected
the referee knows the player is allowed to take skep.

SITUATION 11:5

A defender intercepts a pass, thrown by the halijrid their own scoreline and is
touched before they can run it back into the fedflglay. Where is the mark for the
Rollball?

DECISION

The mark is on the five metre line from the scomlidirectly opposite where the touch
was effected.

SITUATION 11:6

If a Rollball occurs more than 10 metres from tbersline, and the defensive line is set
more than 5 metres from the scoreline (say sixesgtare the defenders entitled to use
freeze defence at this point in the game.

DECISION

Yes the defenders are entitled to use freeze defanthis point in the game provided no
defensive player has held a defensive positiorherfite metre line or between the five
metre line and scoreline.

SITUATION 11:7

If a Rollball occurs on the 10 metre line or witlli@ metres of the scoreline, and the
defensive line is set on the five metres (or anyetetween the scoreline and the five
metre broken line), must the whole team must mowedrd and attempt to effect a
touch.

DECISION

Yes the WHOLE team must move forward and attempffect a touch as the Rule
comes into effect when any defender holds a posdiothe five metre line or between
the five metre line and scoreline.

SITUATION 11:8

The Rollball occurs more than 10 metres from tlewedme, however a defender holds a
position on the 5 metre broken line (or entersaitea between the 5 metre line and the
scoreline), is the whole team is deemed to be walIn the Mexican Standoff.

DECISION
Yes the WHOLE team must then move forward in agnaptt to effect a touch as any
ONE defender can initiate the “no freeze” defenatgon.
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SITUATION 11:9

A penalty is awarded to the attacking team whichds the defensive line to be set on or
within the five metre line and scoreline, and thhacking team moves the mark up to 10
metres directly behind the original mark does teéfedding team still have to move
forward in an attempt to effect touch after thd tsatapped, even though the ball is
bought into play more than 10 metres from the dowre

DECISION

Yes the fact that the new mark is further than Hires from the scoreline is irrelevant as
the original mark has set the point where the défegnteam must remain until the ball is
bought into play.

SITUATION 11:10

When can a team employ “freeze defence” tacticsdanclot have to come out to attempt
to effect a touch.

DECISION

The defending team can freeze their defence osdbeeline ANY time the player in
possession is within the area between, (not oe)fite metre broken line, and the
scoreline.

SITUATION 11:11

What happens when a defender, engaged in movimgfdrin an attempt to effect a
touch, jJumps backwards to “milk” a penalty when #tacking player dumps thus
effecting a voluntary Rollball?

DECISION

A defending player, once engaged in the “no freesztefation, will be penalised if they
back away from a touch whilst trying to “milk” amegdty for a voluntary Rollball.

SITUATION 11:12

At what speed must a defender move forward oncéldacan Standoff Rule comes
into effect, and can the referee penalise a pleyarot moving forward fast enough, or
direct a player to move out faster?

DECISION

Speed is defined as moving forward (even at spaite) and ONLY when the defender
Is standing stationary, and has been warned, earetbree award a penalty. Referees
cannot determine a player is moving out too slod @irect them to move faster.
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11:13 SITUATION

A defending player intercepts a pass, thrown byhtd& behind their own scoreline and
in trying to avoid being touched steps outsideTthechdown Zone Line. What action
would the referee take?

DECISION

The player in possession has stepped outsidedluedi play so the referee would signal
a change of possession to the former attacking teahraward a Rollball five metre from
the scoreline, opposite where the player went theeTouchdown Zone Line.

RULE 12 - BALL TOUCHED IN FLIGHT
Explanation and I nterpretations
SITUATION 12:1

An attacking player juggles the ball. The ball toes a defender whilst the ball is out of
the hands of the attacking player. The same atiggiiayer subsequently catches the
ball. Has a touch been effected?

DECISION

A touch has not been effected as the defender atgslaying at the ball - Rule 12.5.
However, had the defender been playing at thetlhail a touch would have been
effected.

SITUATION 12:2

The half crosses the attacking scoreline and pakedsall backwards to a team mate.
The ball is deflected by a defender and reboundsedalf who places the ball on the
ground claiming a touchdown.

DECISION

Touchdown is awarded. Once having passed thetbalhalf becomes just another
attacking player. - Rule 12.2. — See Situation @&i& 9:16

RULE 13 - OFFSIDE
Explanation and Interpretations
SITUATION 13:1

A support player overruns the player in possesaimahcrosses the scoreline. The player
with the ball rolls it quickly and the half crosgég scoreline and delivers a correct pass
to the attacking player who originally overran tiadl but had failed to return to an
onside position (either by virtue of the speedhef game or otherwise). This player
grounds the ball claiming a touchdown.
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DECISION
Touchdown would be awarded as the half placed fiisede player onside.

SITUATION 13:2

A defending player who is retiring extends his agiker by stretching them outwards or
upwards. Is such action against the Rules?

DECISION

The action constitutes passive obstruction and evbalsubject to warning or penalty,
but ONLY if an attacking player were impeded before the migde reaches an onside
position.

SITUATION 13:3

Defending players on the scoreline all have theirsaout extended. Is such action
against the Rules?

DECISION

If a playernot in possessioof the ball is impeded by the extended arms e#an there is
a possibility the support players is being obsedand the referee will take appropriate
action.

RULE 14 - OBSTRUCTION
Explanation and I nterpretations
SITUATION 14:1

An attacking player runs behind one of their teaatas and impedes a defender. He/she
realises the error and immediately stops to allaefander to effect a touch on him/her.

DECISION
Touch counts. No obstruction as no team has ganeahfair advantage.

SITUATION 14:2

A defending player after effecting a touch, attesriptretire, but has the player in
possession run at him along the same retiring pahing to solicit a penalty for offside,
or gain an advantage by having the referee cadly’ph”. Is the defender entitled to retire
in any direction from the Rollball area?

DECISION

A defender can retire in any direction after efifegta touch, but once they change their
line of direction, whether they interfere passivetynot, they are still subject to a penalty
if they are within the area between the Rollbad #éme five metre line.
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SITUATION 14:3

A defending player, attempting to retire, withootteirfering in the play, has the player in
possession running at him and is penalised foretotng quickly enough. Is such a
decision correct?

DECISION

Each such circumstance is different depending erp#iception of the referee as to the
defender’s intentions and actions. A defender ghaot be penalised for not retiring at a
fast speed, however they must retire immediatedychange their line of direction until
they have reached the five metre mark, and passiaay other interference is subject to
a penalty.

SITUATION 14:4

A player takes a quick tap following the awardiridh® penalty and the indication by the
referee of the mark. An offside defending playathwheir back to the player in
possession, obstructs an onside defender fronmgétithe ball carrier to effect a touch.

The defender appeals to the referee that the attapkayer used the offside defender as
an obstruction.

DECISION

According to paragraph one of Rule 14.1 the attagkiayer can only be penalised for
obstruction if another team mate from the attackeam aids in preventing the player in
possession from being touched. Paragraph two & R4l must only be read in
conjunction with paragraph one, which specificaéifers to attacking team players.

Offside defenders should never be penalised if Haae their backs turned to the team in
possession, provided they are physically retirfgto the onside defender who claimed
the obstruction, the referee would simply call Yptan”.

SITUATION 14:5

The player in possession uses an offside retirefgrler as a “shield” preventing him
from being touched by another defending playesulsh action deemed to be an
obstruction?

DECISION

The referee cannot interpret this action as amrottsbn, as only an attacking player can
obstruct the player in possession.

N.B. If such actions were allowed, the defendiragrievould constantly claim
obstruction and consequently receive possessitireagsult of the deliberate action by
one of their offside players.
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RULE 15- PENALTY.
Explanation and I nterpretations
SITUATION 15:1

An attacking player in attempting a cut out passsea the ball to go to ground in a
forward direction. A defending player quickly taipe ball where it landed and plays on.

DECISION

(a) The referee would award the penalty, indichéerhark and recall the player in
possession to tap the ball on the correct maxk. fflom where the ball was thrown).

(b) If the referee had awarded the penalty anccatdd the mark, there would be a
change of possession for the tap being taken omtloerect mark. Rule 8.2. Rule 15.2;
Player Note A.

SITUATION 15:2

A player in possession passes the ball after deunched and it goes to ground behind
another attacking player. An opponent quickly gedhibe ball and taps from the mark
where the ball landed.

DECISION

(a) The referee would award a penalty, indicatemthek and recall the player in
possession to tap the ball on the correct mark.

(b) If the referee had awarded the penalty anccatdd the mark, there would be a
change of possession for the tap being taken omdoerect mark. Rule 10.4. Rule 15.2;

Player Note A.

SITUATION 15:3

A player taking a penalty tap rolls the ball asddRollball and touches it with their foot.
The receiver of the ball runs and is touched.

DECISION
Touch counts. The receiver is not the half, evehafball was not played with the foot

SITUATION 15:4

An attacking player taking a tap balks (i.e. gaetake the tap but hesitates) in an attempt
to induce defending players to move forward befeeactually taps the ball. What
should the referee do?

DECISION
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Such action is not against the 'spirit of the gaand'is allowed. The referee however,
would instruct the player to tap the ball and rafuter the instruction may result in a
change of possession.

SITUATION 15:5

An attacking player receives a penalty two metremftheir attacking scoreline. Can the
player with the ball take a quick tap at the markl@es the ball have to be returned to the
five metre line?

DECISION

Once the referee indicates the mark, the ball neatgpped. It doesn’t have to be taken
out to the five metre line. However, if the refenedicates the mark is on the scoreline
(Where it should be if the penalty is for offsideg mark is then on the boundaries of the
field, and the ball is required to be taken bacth®five metre line. - See Rule 15.2 and
Rule 11 PN C

SITUATION 15:6

A penalty is awarded to the attacking team halfedrenfrom the teams attacking
scoreline, (a defender effected a touch with mibae ta minimum of force). The player
taking the penalty, taps the ball forward and wtienball reaches the scoreline the
players hand is placed on the ball and a touchdswlaimed. Provided the player was
not touched is the touchdown legal?

DECISION

Firstly, the mark for the penalty is dependentl@position of the player in possession at
the time of the hard touch, i.e. half a metre fibw attacking scoreline. There are no
other Rules that require the mark to be moved bathke five metre line in these
circumstances, so the tap was taken on the conadt. - See Rule 15.2

Secondly, the tap may be taken in any direction@ogided it does not travel more than
one (1) metre, in this instance only half a mdtre,taking of the tap does not infringe
any Rules. - See Rule 6.3

Thirdly, the ball only needs to be placed on theugd ON or over the scoreline for a
touchdown to be awarded. The ball does not habe trarried to, or over, the scoreline. -

See Rule 4.5. Such an action would constituteradachdown.

SITUATION 15:7

A penalty is awarded to the defending team haletrenfrom their attacking scoreline, (a
player throws a forward pass only half a metre ftheir scoreline). The attacking player
taking the penalty, taps the ball forward and wtienball reaches the scoreline the
players hand is placed on the ball and a touchdswlaimed. Between tapping the ball
and placing the hand on it when it reaches theetioerthe player is touched. Would a
touchdown be awarded?
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DECISION

The player taking the penalty is technically in gEssion once the ball is tapped and as
such a touch would have been effected on the playarto placing the hand on the ball
on the scoreline. Thus a touchdown would not bmnedd.

SITUATION 15:8

An offside defending player, near the scorelineaided out of play by the referee. The
line is wide open and the defender noticing thisdks the ball out of the attackers hands
whilst still in an offside position. What actionalid the referee take?

DECISION

The referee could penalise the defending playefoarsénd them off, but since the player
was warned they were offside and the scorelinewvds open the better option would be
to award a penalty touchdown and then considenduidction against the offending
player - See Rule 15.6

SITUATION 15:9
What happens when a team takes a quick tap bdfeneteree indicates the mark?
DECISION

A good referee will consider only two options: -dQhe tap occur on or behind the mark?
If - YES - Play on; if - NO - Change of possession.

N.B. Pedantic insistence by referees to wait uhély are ready is a blight on the game
and should be outlawed by Referees Directors. @heesan be said for decision to bring
it back and restart the tap on the “next bladeraggj’. Such actions are not in accordance
with the rules as an incorrect tap - not on thekmas a change of possession. See Rule
15.3

RULE 16 - ADVANTAGE
Explanation and I nterpretations
SITUATION 16:1

A referee awards a touchdown. The lines-personrtepoplayer from the team who was
just scored against. The referee exercises disaretigarding disciplinary matters and
sends the reported player off for a period of tidew is the match restarted?

DECISION

Because the touchdown was awarded (and the plageo#) the game is recommenced
with a tap to the team who was scored againsteatehtre of the halfway mark.
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SITUATION 16:2

If the referee warns the defending team they dsedaf, what guide can be used to
determine if advantage is gained?

DECISION

It can be generally accepted that the advantagbd®s gained once the attacking team
has passed the five metres defensive line (foRtbitball) or the 10 metres line for the
tap.

SITUATION 16:3

If the advantage is lost (eg dropped ball, forwaads) after the attacking team has
crossed the relevant advantage line can the referéack and penalise the offending
player?

DECISION
No! Once the advantage line has been reachedfégreeemust allow play to continue.

RULE 17 - DISCIPLINE AND PLAYER MISCONDUCT
Explanation and Interpretations
SITUATION 17:1

In Rule 17.3 (b), what is the definition of a twatth suspension from all matches
conducted by any Touch Association?

DECISION

Two matches refers to the period of time it taleeséo matches to be completed by the
team in the division from which the player was srsfed. A bye does not count as a
match completed.

The balance of the statement refers to the plagiaghineligible to play in ANY
competition in ANY Affiliate or competition undeneé auspices of Touch Football
Australia.

SITUATION 17:2

A player plays men's open on Monday night, mixedpn Tuesday night and over 30's
on Wednesday night. He is sent from the field afydbr the remainder of the game on
Monday night and incurs a two match suspensionnidis's team has a bye next week.
When he can resume playing?

DECISION

He is suspended from the other games in week ople ti#e games in weeks two and
three and the men's open game only in week fouo. Wieeks is the period of time it
usually takes for the team the player was suspefided to play two games. If a team
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fails to qualify for the semi-finals and the playgsuspended during the last game of the
competition, that player is eligible to play aftee second game (i.e., the final or grand
final) as if that team had won both the semi amdftiiowing game.

SITUATION 17:3
Can a player appeal against an automatic two nsatspension?
DECISION

Yes. Unless an Association's constitution spedlfiaienies it, a player may appeal to the
Executive of an Association against an automate nvatch suspension.

SITUATION 17:4

An interceptor proceeds downfield, remains in ib&lfof play one metre from the
scoreline, turns around to face the defenderssv@ita defender to come near then
places the ball on or over the scoreline. Is thconduct?

DECISION
No , allow Touchdown.

SITUATION 17:5

A defending player calls for the ball and the &tag player instinctively passes to the
player. What action can the referee take?

DECISION

Such a situation is not gamesmanship but miscor(dgetinst the spirit of the game) and
subject to penalty or other action. See Rule 17.6.

SITUATION 17:6

The attacking team throws a big pass which ‘actadlgron purpose goes well out over
the sideline after the fifth touch has been made ploy to slow down the changeover
procedure. What can the referee do?

DECISION

Until the sixth touch is made or the ball goesrtougd, there is no change over
procedure that can come into effect, thereforeules governing it cannot apply. If the
referee sees this trend in the game he could vaaroftending team that it is considered
misconduct and therefore subject to penalty orradlogon .- See Rule 17.6
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SITUATION 17:7

A player is sent from the field for a period of @mNhilst standing behind the teams
attacking scoreline the player is yelling encouraget and/or coaching hints to his
players. Is such action allowed?

DECISION

Provided there is no interference with the oppositeam, the player is allowed to
encourage / coach his team mates from his posifioa.fact he is suspended from the
field and is not allowed to be involved in the garfas opposed to being dismissed for
the whole game), is sufficient penalty. - See RPN A

RULE 18- THE REFEREE, LINE JUDGES AND TOUCHDOWN
ZONEOFFICIALS

Explanation and Interpretations
SITUATION 18:1

A penalty is awarded and the coach (and/or playetter team official on the sideline)
shouts abuse and/or other profanities at the ref&hat options does the referee have?

DECISION

The referee would award another penalty ten méresard of the original mark and
may:

a) halt the game and warn the offender;
b) Halt the game and send the offender outsidéd@dary of the playing area;

c) Dismiss a player from the field in lieu of thiéemder for a period of time or for
the whole game;

d) Any or all combinations of the above;
e) Report the offending player/official to the angang committee.

SITUATION 18:2

The referee awards a touchdown or penalty andse=athey have made an error. Can the
referee reverse his decision and disallow the tdowim or penalty?

DECISION

The referee can change their minds if they reaéieg have ruled incorrectly and in fact,
in the interest of fair play to both teams, thegudl reverse an incorrect decision. The
Rules Book has no exclusions preventing the refieome changing heir minds. See
Rules 18.1. It is noted that once full time hasrbgignaled by the referee any reversal of
decisions is an Administration matter for the coltitng Association.

SITUATION 18:3

© TFA Rule Interpretations and Explanations page 34



There is an injured player on the field and thene# notices this but the play moves
away from the area where the injured player isgyso play is allowed to continue. The
game has only several minutes to go with one teaaihg 3-2. On a change of
possession the leading team deliberately runsdhénto the area where the injured
player is lying on the ground. It is critical fdre losing side to score as a draw will allow
them into the finals. What should the referee do?

DECISION

The prime responsibility of the referee is the safd the players and if the play could
not be moved forward of the injured player the re¢ewould have to stop the game. Any
protest from the losing team is a matter for theg®gation’s Administration not the
referee.

SITUATION 18:4

The referee sends a player off with only two misutmaining in a game. When the
siren sounds the referee blows full time withowiikng the player to the field of play.
Next week the same teams meet in the Semi Findlsaa team refuses to take the field
in protest that the player that was sent off, sthowt be playing as he should be
automatically suspended for two weeks.

DECISION

At all times the referee is the sole judge of nrattd fact. In any situation where the
action of the referee has prejudiced a playerirttemt of the referee at the time of
making the decision must always be taken into camation. In this case if the referee
intended the player be dismissed for a periodnoétithen the player is allowed to
participate in the semi final. If the intent at titee of the dismissal was to remove the
player for the remainder of the game, then theglaycurs a two weeks automatic
suspension. See Rule 18.1 and 18.2

SITUATION 18:5

The referee awards a touchdown and is not advigéukdine referees of any
infringement. The game continues and at half tineetéam scored against protests that
the touchdown was scored by the half. This is cordd by the line referees who did not
(for whatever reason) bring this to the centreresds attention at the time. In line with
decision at 18:2 can the referee change his mind?

DECISION

No — once the game has been restarted the optidhdoeferee to change his mind is no
longer available. This would also apply if halffall time was signaled just after the
event and before the game could be restarted
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